Heritage Happenings
Newsletter of Friends of Bohemian National Cemetery
Winter Issue ~ Vol. XV No. 3

January 2019

carol jean smetana, editor

What’s New with Friends of BNC

Mission Statement:

We are grateful for the strong
response from our members to
the roll-out of our Columbarium
Restoration Project campaign. The
donor wall is ready for name
plates honoring contributors.
Individual plates are offered for
donors at the $1000, $10,000 and
$25,000 levels; the larger ones

Promote the
historical significance,
enhance the beauty,
and preserve the
artistic heritage of
Bohemian National
Cemetery

are especially good for
memorializing loved ones. Please
consider making a donation so we
can add your name, the name of
your business or organization, or
your memorial tribute to the
donor wall!
We are working with Marion
(continued on page 3)

Vision:

Friends of BNC was one of the
Chicago-area Czech organizations
Create an appreciation of
that supported the October 27th
BNC in local, national, ceremony at the University of Chicago
and international
commemorating the centennial of the
audiences
founding of Czechoslovakia. The
ceremony included planting a linden
tree, the Czech national tree, at the
site of the University of Chicago's
Thomas Garrigue Masaryk Monument,
also known as the Blanik Knight,
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Left to right: Amanda S. Lovell, CSA Fraternal
Director; Ken Dvorsky, TGM School, CSA, BNC
Delegate; Andy Bultus, TGM School, BNCA
Trustee; Chuck Michalek, Friends of BNC,
BNCA Delegate; Jean Hruby, National
President of the American Sokol Organization.

Live from BNC:
Meeting the Challenge
Situated within the more than
120 acres of Bohemian National
Cemetery are a network of paved
roads, aging trees and
monuments, and large and small
buildings requiring constant
upkeep and repair. The challenges
to maintain and preserve the

cemetery are significant.
As chair of the Columbarium
Restoration Project, I am pleased
to announce that our efforts to
secure restoration funds for this
historic 1913 building are going
well. Individuals who have
(continued on page 7)

Page 2

Heritage Happenings

Heritage Happenings
Heritage Happenings is published
quarterly by Friends of Bohemian
National Cemetery, a 501(c)(3)
charitable organization.
Manuscripts, articles,
photographs, and advertisements
for Heritage Happenings may be
submitted to carol jean smetana,
167 County Road A4A, Sapello,
NM 87745-5026 or emailed to
her at editor@friendsofbnc.org.
Copyright 2019 by Friends of
Bohemian National Cemetery

Officers of
Friends of BNC
President:
Marge Sladek Stueckemann
Vice-President: Ray Malecek
Secretary: Helen Gaydusek
Treasurer: Glenn Spachman
Directors:
Jerry Gaydusek
Mary Syrup
Jim Trnka
Fund-Raising Co-Chair:
Joseph Topinka
Membership: Thelma Malecek
Newsletter: carol jean smetana
Publicity: open
Sales/Marketing/Gala Chair:
Juli Nelson
Special Projects Co-Chairs: Jerry
Gaydusek, Chuck Michalek
Webmaster: carol jean smetana

Joe Topinka for his donation to
Friends of 10 copies of his book
about his mother Judy Baar
Topinka, Just Judy: A Citizen and
Leader for Illinois, for which Friends
will receive all sales proceeds;
Chuck Michalek for his excellent
work in heading up the
Columbarium Restoration Project;

from the editor’s laptop
I enjoy writing the stone stories. Usually I end
up with more information than I can include in
the article. That’s because I love researching, and
it’s so easy for me to get lost in a tangent.
The story sometimes starts with a person I’ve read about,
followed by a search for his/her stone, hoping it will be an
interesting one, or that there will even be one! Other times, as in
the case of this issue, the story starts with a photograph of a stone
that caught my eye during one of my cemetery wanderings. Then I
research the person or people represented by the stone and hope I
can find enough information to create an interesting story.
What a delight it was to uncover the story of Vladimir Špatný
and the founding of the Denní Hlasatel. Although I regularly use
obituaries from the Hlasatel in my research, this was the first time I
had read about the origin of the newspaper. One of the tidbits I
enjoyed but didn’t have room for: While Vladimir apparently added
a few years to his age when he and Aloisie applied for their
marriage license, when registering for the World War I draft, he
gave his correct birth year to the registrar—who happened to be his
21-year-old daughter Zdenka!
Have you seen a monument at Bohemian National Cemetery
that piqued your interest? Send me a photo of it or tell me about it
(my contact information is in the column to the left under the
heading “Heritage Happenings”). Maybe I can turn it into one of our
Stories of the Stones!
Na shledanou!
carol jean smetana

Jerry Gaydusek and Chuck
Michalek for their work repairing
the cemetery roads (using asphalt
purchased by Friends of BNC);
Carol Jean Smetana for setting up
the web page store so we can
accept online payments for
membership dues, book sales and
reservations.

Karen M. Condon
Tinley Park, IL
Russ & Linda Hoogerhyde
Lindenhurst, IL
Karen Bula Tapper
Huntley, IL
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What’s New with Friends of BNC
(continued from first page)

Restoration to finalize plans
for the next phase of work on
the crematorium/columbarium
building—repairing the
exterior limestone walls;
replacing the lintels above the
stained glass windows; and
repairing, replacing and
stabilizing stone elements at
the top of the walls. With your
continued support we will have
the funds to begin this work in
the spring.
Before the snow started
to drift down, Chuck Betzold
worked with his volunteers
and SaveATree to remove
various dead trees on the
cemetery grounds. This was
paid for with the 2018 grant
we received from the Czech
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
supplemented by additional
funds from our treasury.

Upcoming
Events at
Bohemian
National
Cemetery

Gethsemane Gardens, our
partners who use land we
don't need now to grow
plants, is donating and
planting replacement trees.
If you visited the
cemetery this past year, you
realized that the roads were in
very poor shape. But there
have been improvements:
Friends paid for small bags of
asphalt, which Jerry Gaydusek
and Chuck Michalek tamped
into a few of the potholes.
Subsequently, two asphalt
companies completed major
asphalt work, so that now
deep potholes will no longer
swallow your car as you drive
along!
Czech Plaza in Berwyn,
one of our special ethnic
restaurants for many years,
closed awhile back. It was
then reopened by non-Czechs,

but the food wasn't as good.
Recently, however, ethnic
Czechs have purchased the
restaurant and returned it to
its former glory, complete with
a big tv screen in the party
room. We’ve chosen it as the
location for our winter meeting
on February 17th. We will
have delicious, genuine Czech
food and enjoy a fascinating
presentation by Anna Cooková
about her relative, Charles
Vopička, and his involvement
in a spying operation all tied
to World War I. Mr. Vopička is
at rest at BNC. Reservations
are required. See the back
page for more information. I
look forward to greeting you
at our upcoming meeting.
Marge Sladek Stueckemann
President

Sunday, May 12th at 11:00 am
Mother’s Day celebration
Friday, May 24th at10:00 am:
Meet at the gatehouse to help plant flowers and
decorate the cemetery for Memorial Day
Monday, May 27th
Memorial Day program
Meet at the gatehouse at 9 am for light
refreshments, followed by parade beginning at 9:15
to the Ceremony Hall
Ongoing: Walter S. Arnold is carving a double tree
stump tombstone out of limestone that will be
installed at Bohemian National Cemetery. If you use
Facebook, you can follow Walter’s creative process
on our Friends of BNC Facebook page.
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Stories of the Stones: Vladimir Špatný

Heritage Happenings

by carol jean smetana

At first glance, the
polished black granite
monument on the Spatny
family plot at Bohemian
National Cemetery is similar
in shape and material to many
other markers. But a closer
look reveals a less common
feature: the central
decoration is actually a brass
covering to a compartment in
the monument designed to
hold cremated remains.
Cemetery records note that
the ashes of at least three
family members are
entombed in the monument
and possibly as many as four
others (some ashes may have
been buried in the lot).
The Špatný family likely
purchased the lot in late
1914, as the earliest burial
there, marked by an
individual headstone, was in
December of that year—Frank
Špatný, aged 33. The black

granite monument, however,
most likely dates from the
early 1930s. Clues are found
on the brass door: above and
below the letter “S” are two
occupational symbols, a
printing press and quill
pens. The first cremated
remains put in the stone
were those of Vladimir
Špatný. At the time of
his death, on September
23, 1931, Vladimir
Špatný was the
chairman of the Denní
Hlasatel Printing and
Publishing Company.
The printing press and
quills clearly honor this
patriarch.
Born on August 12,
1876, in Bavorov in
southern Bohemia,
Vladimir Špatný arrived
in New York on June 25,
1886, with his parents
Tomáš and Kateřina, his

older brother Jaroslav, and his
younger siblings Karl, Franz
(the “Frank Špatný” buried in
1914), Anna and Božena. The
family settled in Chicago, and
Tomáš, who had been a
master tailor in Bohemia,
continued in that occupation.
Vladimir did not follow in
his father’s footsteps. Since
he is identified as one of the
founders of the Denní
Hlasatel, a Chicago-based
Bohemian-language
newspaper, it is likely that he
participated in the 1891 strike
led by the nascent Bohemian
typographers union for an
eight-hour workday and
higher pay. Vladimir must
have been among the 40
striking workers, recognized
as the paper’s founders, who
joined together to print the
first issue of the Hlasatel on
May 4, 1891. His career path
was set.
On February 24, 1894,
Vladimir (claiming to be 21
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when he was actually only
17) married Aloisie Hympan,
another Bohemian
immigrant, and over the next
17 years they had
six children.
In 1904,
Vladimir, only 29
years old, was
elected chairman of
the Denní Hlasatel.
He served in that
position until his
death 27 years later.
Rudolf Bubenicek, in
A History of the
Czechs in Chicago

(Dějiny Čechů v Chicagu)
described the qualities young
Vladimir brought to his new
position: “He excelled with

indefatigable diligence,
meticulousness and
punctuality.”
Vladimir had just turned
55 when he died on
September 23, 1931, at his
summer home in Union Pier,
Michigan. According to his
death certificate, he
succumbed instantly to a
stroke caused by high
blood pressure. His body
was cremated, and the
cemetery record notes
his ashes were “buried
in monument” on April
20, 1933. We can
surmise that was soon
after the black granite
Špatný family marker
was installed on the lot.

Timber!
by Chuck Betzold
Once again, the Czech
Republic provided grant
money in 2018 to beautify
the grounds at Bohemian
National Cemetery. This is
the third year in a row that
we have benefited from their
generosity. With Friends of
BNC providing additional
funds, a total of $4500 was
utilized to pay for this most
recent professional tree
cutting and stump removal,
as well as to provide some
landscaping equipment for
the cemetery volunteers.
SavATree Company was
hired to take down as many
trees as they could in one
day. Typically they cut down
trees that are too difficult for
the volunteers to handle
alone. SavATree dispatched
a five-man crew with

three specialized vehicles on
Christmas Eve day. They cut
down nine completely dead
trees that day. Earlier in the
year, SavATree had removed
a massive and troublesome
tree stump that was
impeding the placement of a
number of monuments on a
family plot.
Volunteers at the
cemetery toiled nearly 500
hours in 2018 to cut down
31 additional trees. The
volunteer tree crew consists
of five retirees (BNC trustee
Chuck Betzold, Carl Brader,
Jim Miller, Bill Serviss, Bob
Weniger) and a local airline
dispatcher, Courtney Schaff.
Yes, we even have a female
lumberjack at BNC!
Tree removal continues
to be an ongoing project at

BNC. A recent survey by the
cemetery staff indicates that
SavAtree will be required to
remove another 30 existing
dead trees as funds permit.
Add to that 40 dead trees
the volunteers should be
able to handle in the near
future. And finally, there are
another 100 trees that are in
various stages of decay and
will need our attention within
the next decade.
There are still thousands
of healthy trees and bushes
at Bohemian National
Cemetery today.
Replacement trees have
been planted this summer
and fall to add to the
existing beauty of the
grounds. Come out and
enjoy the results this Spring.
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Leadership
($10,000 and above)

Czech and Slovak Heritage Society
of St. Petersburg, FL

Benefactors
($1000—$9999)

Anonymous in memory of all
presidents of BNCA
Angeline F. Bultas
Ken Dvorsky in honor of the
Dvorsky, Klauber and Waldman
Families
Helen and Jerry Gaydusek
Frank Mareska and Family
Jacqueline Ann Solfronk, Ph.D. in
memory of Catherine Solfronk
Glenn and Susan Spachman

Patrons
($500—$999)

Joseph and Jennifer Kolar
Marek Kutek
Henrietta Pons in honor of Marge
Stueckemann
John and Jane Pugh
Brad B. Suster and Hector
Hernandez

Sponsors
($100—$499)

Anonymous
CSA Fraternal Life District 12

As reported in previous issues of
Heritage Happenings, Bohemian
National Cemetery continues to be
a place of interest for dignitaries
from the Czech Republic visiting
Chicago. On November 5th, the
Czech Consulate General in
Chicago organized a visit to BNC
for the following guests: Tomáš
Trnka, consul, head of economic
department of the Consulate
General of the Czech Republic in
Chicago; Martina East, economic
department of the Consulate

Heritage Happenings

Donations

CSA Lodge DuPage Pioneers/
Edison #409
CSA Lodge Yankee-Jungmann #77
Dobrovsky Club Czech Masonic
Order
First Catholic Slovak Ladies
Association
Joanne Herber
Hester Hilden
Edward Kletecka in memory of the
Kletecka and Vorel families
George R. Lacina
Lodge DuPage Pioneers #409
Kathy Mallin
Kimberly Kubat Martin in memory of
Čermák, Lavička, Kubát, Weldt,
Sherber, Rejlek, Linhart and Beneš
family members
Barbara Pechota
John Pelej
Edward Slavik and Dolores Klejko
in memory of Slavicek
grandparents and
great-grandparents
Marjorie and David Stueckemann
Cheryl Svoboda
John and Meribeth Tooke in
memory of Gary J. Fisher
Carol and Gerald Vovis
Albert Walavich
Petr and Petra Zucek

Donors
($25—$99)

Doris Benjamin

Patricia Krizek DeVoe
Richard A. Dolejs
Jack Dortch
Jon V. Dvorak
Nancy Gross and Ronald Fergle in
memory of Evelyn Fergle
Jerry Kolar
Donna & Randy Kruse & Family in
memory of Charles Cervenka
Don Jones in memory of Dolores
Oparil Jones
Susan Nuccio
Eugene and Patricia Sikorovsky
Ruth and Jerry Sweeden
Lorraine Szabo
Karen Bula Tapper

Thank You
($1—$24)

Joseph D. Kubal
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Musil
We neglected to indicate in the
October 2018 issue that Velma
Kain’s donation at the Sponsor level
was given in memory of Joseph L.
Kain, Marie Jelinek, Louis Jelinek, &
Lilllian Jelinek

Thank you all for your generosity.
Your donations
help preserve and restore
Bohemian National Cemetery.

Vítáme Vás
General; Zuzana Majerová
Zahradníková, vice-chair of the
Foreign Affairs Committee of the
Chamber of Deputies of the Czech
Parliament; Jan Kubík and Jiří
Mihola, members of the Foreign
Affairs Committee of the Czech
Parliament; Veronika Cihelková,
assistant to the Foreign Affairs
Committee of the Czech
Parliament; and Zdeněk Hofman,
interpreter. This was the second

recent tour involving political
leaders from the Czech Republic.
The visitors frequently comment
on the important role BNC plays in
representing the historic and
ongoing Czechoslovak culture, and
how BNC is a "must place to visit"
when they come to Chicago. The
visitors were greeted by William
Hudecek, BNCA Vice-President,
along with Friends of BNC
members Chuck Betzold and
Chuck Michalek.
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Live from BNC
(continued from first page)

already donated $100 or
more will soon see their
names on the handcrafted
donor wall in the

crematorium/columbarium
building. This is an ongoing
multi-year project: please
visit Friends website if you
would like information on
how you can contribute
and to view updates. We
extend our grateful thanks
to all who have donated to
help "keep history alive"
at BNC.
In the meantime,
several notable
improvements have been
made to the cemetery.
One of the most frequent
comments made by visitors
last year involved the poor
condition of cemetery roads.
Like with Chicago’s streets,
the weather and movement of
heavy tractors and trucks
(grave-digging
equipment) take their toll on
the cemetery's network of
winding asphalt roads. In late
fall, thanks to several large
private donations, BNCA’s

Board of Directors was able to
hire asphalt contractors to
make substantial road repairs
throughout the cemetery.
During the past year,
major roof repairs were made
to the east
section of the
garage and to a
significant part
of the
administration
building. Roof
replacement on
the south
section of the
building helps
protect the top
floor, where
numerous old records and
historic maps are stored.

The
entrance to the
main garage
complex,
located near the
area where the
Chicago River
winds past the
cemetery, also
received
attention.
Improvements

included the installation of a
new cement pad leading into
the garage, and a new larger
paved and curbed parking
area for worker and cemetery
vehicles.
All these upgrades
significantly improve the
cemetery’s operations and
increase the protection of
BNC's treasured history as we
move into the new year—the
142nd year of Bohemian
National Cemetery.
Chuck Michalek
Friends of BNC Volunteer

Friends of Bohemian
National Cemetery
P.O. Box 72746
Roselle, IL 60172-0746
Phone: 847-362-9036
Email: info@friendsofbnc.org

Heritage Happenings
we’re on the web
www.friendsofbnc.org

Friends of Bohemian National Cemetery invites you to join us for
“A Tale of History and Palace Intrigue”
presented by Anna Cooková
Sunday, February 17th at 1 pm
at Czech Plaza Restaurant
7016 Cermak Road in Berwyn
Anna will unravel a World War I mystery involving American
Ambassador Charles J. Vopička, Konopiště Castle, a spy, and a secret
plot between Germany and Austria-Hungary, to reveal the global
impact Vopička made on the rebirth of Europe.
Cash bar and Czech dinner of liver dumpling soup, breaded pork
tenderloin, roast chicken, sauerkraut, cabbage, dumplings, mashed
potatoes, coffee, tea and dessert
$22 per person includes program, Czech dinner, tax and gratuity.
Reservations needed: Prepay by sending your check postmarked by
February 13th to Friends of BNC, PO Box 72746, Roselle, IL 60172.
Or reserve with credit card at the store on Friends website,
www.friendsofbnc.org.

